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Communists won a complete victory. The Constitution drafted after the
election closely followed the Soviet pattern and was declared to be 'based
on the organization of the class-conscious worker*.
In 1953, the single list procedure was repeated, all lists of candidates
being approved or amended, first by county electoral committees and
then by the national electoral committee. When in 1954 the Patriotic
People's Front of all the Communist Groups was established, all other
parties ceased to exist. The normal Communist apparatus of a Politburo
and the like was established, and from this time onwards the
Communist party frankly ran the country. Non-party members were
allowed and indeed pressed to join mass organizations, such as the Com-
munist Youth Organization and the Federation of Democratic Women,
but it was stated quite bluntly in a Communist Youth Meeting that 'we
cannot allow alien and hostile ideologies to gain influence'.
In the next four years, Hungary was brought under a ruthless totali-
tarian rule. Many thousands of non-Communists were arrested on
political charges and even the party leadership was so thoroughly purged
as to make the entire party completely subservient to Rakosi. Collectivi-
zation of agriculture was forced with great brutality on one-third of the
peasants of Hungary, while the urban workers suffered from the imposi-
tion of ever increasing norms of production. Large numbers of men,
women and children were deported to labour camps, their houses being
taken over for the convenience of the Police and other 'loyal' officials.
In Hungary as elsewhere the changes consequent on Stalin's death led
to some relaxation of Communist tyranny, and Imre Nagy, who had kept
out of the limelight since 1947, was appointed by the Soviet leaders as
Prime Minister instead of Rakosi. Nagy's 'New Course' involved a num-
ber of liberal changes. Peasants were permitted to leave the collective
farms! Many deported peasants were brought back home, and some degree
of tolerance was shown to religion.
This less unhappy interlude did not last long. Rakosi managed to
undermine Nagy's position and in 1955 again became Prime Minister,
after having secured Nagy's expulsion from the Party. Rakosi partially
countermanded Nagy's measures of liberalization, but never again
acquired quite the unlimited power he had possessed before 1953.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
In Czechoslovakia circumstances were somewhat different, inasmuch as
almost from the time of her creation that country, under the guidance of